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Fallacies Which Still
Prevail in the Public
Mind—Interesting Side-
lights on the Making of
That Great Document.
It Was Not Signed On
the Fourth of July at
All—Nor Did the Lib-
erty Bell Peal Forth On
That Day—The Writing
of the Declaration and
the Signing — Facts
Given On Authority of
the Accredited Historian
of Department of State.

OPULAR Thistory has fastened
upon our impressionable minds
a poetic picture of the signing
of the Declaration of Independ-
ence as a graceful and formal function,
taking place July 4, 1776, in a large,
handsomely furnished chamber in In-
dependence Hall, Philadelphia. To give
the necessary touch of vivacity to the
picture there is the scene of the small
boy darting from the door as the last
eigner sets his autograph te the pre-
eclous parchment and dashing down the
etreet, calling to his grandfather, to
“Ring! Oh, ring for liberty!"
»
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Our ideal proclamation of the charter
ef American freedom must be shat-
tered in the cause of truth. The Dec-
laration of Independence was signed
behind locked doors, and was not gen-
erally signed upon the Fourth of July
at all. The city was not breathl:ssly
awaiting the event outside, nor did the
Liberty bell peal forth on that day the
triumphal note of freedom. But, as
truth fs always stronger as well as
stranger than fiction, the Declaration
of Independence loses nothing in in-
terest, and gains in rugged strength as
the facts regarding its gene=is are
known.

The accredited historian of the United
States Department of State Is Galllard
Hunt, Litt. D, LL. D.. now chief of the
division of manuscripts in the Library
of Congress. Dr. Hunt's charge of the

important manuscripts of the govern-
ment has given him rare opportunitles

Chimney

Special Correspomdence of The Star.
LONDON, June 24, 1915.
HAT his majesty King George V
draws income - from many
strange aources s recalled by
the fact that the department
which looks after one portion of the
royal esatate, or “crown lands” as they
are called, has just got g new head.
This department I8 known as the
Duchy of Lancaster, and the new
chancellor of the duchy, as he is called,
is, of course, no other than the half-
American Winston Churchill, who has
Just taken the job over from the pre-
vious holder, the Hon, Edwin Samuel
Montagu, after having been “sacked”
more or less ignominiously from his
former proud post of “Ruler of the
King's Navee,” as W. 5. Gilbert called
it. otherwise that of first lord of the
admiralty.

King George's property in the United
Kingdom. which comprisea hundreds of
thousands of acres, brings in an annual
income of quite a bit more than two
million and a half dollars g year. One
of the queer sources of this tidy
amount is chimney-pots, the gueer,
squat little cvlinders on top of the
chimneya in this country which amuse
American visitors so much and which
Eive such a plcturesque appearance to
the sky-line of London.
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The funetion of the chimney-pot, as
many as four or five of which may he
beheld on some chimneyvs, is, of course,
to provide a better draught for the (by
Americans) much condemned British
open grate. From any second or third
story window whole vistas of chim-
ney-pote can be seen, and every here
and there throughout the United King-
dom there is one of these qualnt con-
trivances which help his majesty King
George to keep the wolf from the door.

ther queer kinds of property which
help to enrich the king, though the re-
ceipts from some of them are ridicu-
lously small, are certain patches of the
seashore, including the seashells and
the very pebhles on the bheach; chunksa
of various persons’ private gardens,
certain police stations and com] mines,
hotel sites aud even sewer pipes, an-
cient watch towers and goodness
knows how many other gueer things

As first ecivil lord of the admliralty
Winston Churchill got $22,500 a year.
As chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster he will get $10.000, which is

somewhat different. The duties of the
duchy chancellorship, however, will not

add many years to his age. The post,
in fact, 18 a sinecure, and is intended
to be. When, some years ago, Prime

Minister Asquith was asked in parlia-
ment why 2z special cabinet minister,
at a high malary, was necessary for a
post whose dutlex could easily be dis-

charged by wsome vastly less dis-
tinguished and, incidentally, less ex-
pensive person, the premier replied

that it “had been found by recent gov-
ernmente an advantage to possess a
minister whose departmental work is
sufficiently light to enable him to at-
tend more closely to other parlla-
mentary and ministerial duties.”

*
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The chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster, in fact, is a sort of “handy man"
or mald-of-all-work to the government.
He is the assistant of any minister
who happens ty be hard pressed for
the time being. Thus C. F. G. Master-
man, when s=pecializing on the insur-
ance act as first lleutenant to Lloyd
George, was appolnted to the coffice,
with unfortunate results to himaelf,
For when he offered himself for re-
election to parliament, as I3 necessary

when a member of Lhe cabinet takes a
new post, he failed—failed three times,

in fact, and has not been able to get
back Into parliament since, As for
Winston Churchill, he is known to

have received greal assistance at the
admiralty from A. J. Balfour, his suec-
cessor in the post, so perhaps the light-
ness of his new dutles will enable him
to repay that debt.

Decidedly curious Is the history of
the Duchy of Lancaster. and probably
not one Briton in a hundred thousand
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for delving into the true history of
national events.

“There is really no reason for our
celebrating the Fourth of July more

than the 2d of July or the IZd of August.”

said Dw., Hunt recently to an inqguirer.
“It was not until the latier date that
the document was generally signed.

“The peregrinations of the Ireclara-

tion of Independence make quite an
interesting =story,” he continued, *and
few people have followed them. You

know, of course, that the fundamental
philosophy of the Declaration of Ind=-
pendence is almost purely Virginian.
George Mason of Fairfax county, one
of the greatest of our early statesmen,
had for years bheen promulgating the
doctrine of independence.
“The Fairfax County
which Mason was the 1
adopted July 18, 1774, in Alexandria,
then the county seat of Falrfax. These
resolutions were twenty-six in number
and, as written by Mason, were unan-
imously adopted. This was absolute-
1y the first clear and emphatic state-
ment of the rights of the colonies.

Resolves, of
author, were

»

x X
“The Virginia Bill of Rights, of which
George Mason was also the author, was
drawn up and adopted in the last co-
lonial assembly in Virginia prior to
the revolution. The Bill of Rights is
in effect a part of every constitution
in the land today. It is beyond doubt

JEFFERSONS NOTE, IDENTIEYING ThHE. DESK Now 1IN THE.
PoSSEASION Of THE. DEPART

=MT OF STATE
ROM ORIGINAL

that this famous document, of which
his elderly friend was author, was
largely drawn upon by Thomas Jeffer-
gon when he wrote the Declaration of
Independence. Jefferson referred to
Mason, who was his close friend, as ‘a

TaNuscRIPY

man of the rnirst order of wisdom, of
expansive mind, profound judgment,
cogent in argument, learned in the lore

of former constitution, and earnest for
the republican change on democratic
principles.” The fundamental prinei-
ples of government set forth in Mason's
Bill of Rights were the same as those
in the English Petitions to the King,
the Acts of the Long Parliament and
Magna Charta.

“You know, perhaps, that it was an-
other Virginian, Richard Henry Lee.
who presented to Congress, on June 7,
1776, a set of resolutiong containing
the words, ‘That these united colonies
are, and of right ought to be, free and
independent states, and that all pelit-
ical connection between them and the
state of Great Britain is, and ought to
he, totally dissolved." These resolutions
by Lee, favorably although not unan-
Imously voted upon, contained the inf-
tial declaration of independence of the
American colonies and were the pre-
cursor of that more formal instrument
framed a few days later by Thomas
Jefferson.

“It was as a result of the favorable
voting upon Lee's resolutions that the
well known committee, composed of
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benja-
min Franklin, Roger Sherman and

Desik ONWHICH
JEFFERSON WROTE THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENTDENC
ProPERTY OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE

e

Robert R. Livingston, was named to
draft the document. The committea
assigned the task of preparing the in-
strument to the Virginian. Jefferson's
was a master political mind and it was
by no mere chance that he was called
upon to write the document which has
been termed ‘the best known paper
that has ever come from the pen of an
individual.’

L

& %

“Thomas Jefferson was the personl-
fication of method,” remarked Dr. Hunt,
“and immediately upon receiving his
commission to write the Declaration he
retired to the two rogms he rented as
a workling place at 7th and Market
place, Philadelphia, and prepared to
glve his country one of the greatest
monuments of human freedom. You
may remember, too, that Jefferson was
fond of having his working tools ma:le
exactly to suit his needs. Certain it
ig that Le had a carpenter make the
simple table desk for his writing room.

“(in this desk he penned the Decla-
ration of Independence, and it is now
the treasured possession of our State
Department, although actually at this
moment in San Francisco, having been
sent there as part of the government's
exhiblt at the exposition.”

“How did this desk come into posses-
sion of the Department of State?”

“Jefferson left it to his grandson,
Joseph (Toolidge. The latter bequeathed
it to his son, the late T. Jefferson
Coolidge of Boston, who presented it
to PPresldent Haves, the latter turning
it over to the department. There is
absolutely no doubt as to the authen-
ticity of this relic. as the department
owns a letter in Jefferson’s handwrit-
ing whicrh gives the history of the desk
as follows:

“*“Th. Jefferson gives this wrlting
desk to Joseph Coolidge Junr. as a
memorial of affection. It was made
from a drawing of his own, by Ben
Randall, eabinet maker of Thiladelphia,
with whom he first lodged on his ar-
rival In that city In May 1776, and is
the identical one on which he wrote
the Declaration of Independance. Poli-
tice, as well as Rellgion, has its super-
stitions, these, gaining strength with
time may one day give imaginary value
to this relic, for its association with
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the birth of the Great charter of cur
Independance.

“ ‘Monticello, Nov. 18, 1825

“The Department of State also owns
the first draft of the Declaration which
Jefferson presented to the committee
for its approval. His confrercs made a
few alterations, which are clearly
shown in the text, and Jefferson has
written beside each change the name
of ita author, making the document of
inestimable wvalue. Of this first cor-
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rected draft he naturally made a fair
copy for presentation to Congress.
=
S
“While the rough draft submitted to
the committee is safe in the hands of
the government, it is to be deeply re-
gretted that the copy which he made
for presentation to Congress, and
which bears the congressional amend-
ments and alterations, {s lost.
“The latter is the formal Declaration

JORN TROMBVULL'S PAINTING ' THE.

GMING OF THE DECLARS
%ﬁmmnmcﬂ%m
WASHINGTON.

of Independence laid before Congress
on June 28, 1776. It was then read
and ordered to lie on the table until
July 1. On July 2 a resolution was
paased declaring the independence of
the United States, although the exact
form of the proclamation, as prepared
by Jefferson, was debated upon until
July 4, when, with some alterations
and amendments, it was signed by
John Hancock, President of the Con-
gress, and the signature attested by
Charles Thomson, Secretary of Con-
gress.

“July 2 was actually the date of sep-
aration of the colonies from the moth-
er country. On July 3 we find John
Adams, whom Jefferson called the ‘co-
lossus of the contest, writing to his
wife, Abigail, in the following words:

" 'Yesterday the greatest question
which was ever debated in America
was decided, and a greater perhaps
never was nor will be decided among
men.’

“In a secgnd letter, written the same
day, he gald: ‘But the day is past.
The 2nd of July will bhe the most
memorable epoch in the history of
America. T am apt to believe that it
will be celebrated by succeeding zen-
erations as the anniversary festival
It ought to be commemoratesl as the
day of deliverance by solemn acts of
devotion to God Almighty.’

“There is little doubt but that the
participants in the event considered
the 2nd of July as the true date of in-
dependence for the colonies, but popu-
lar fancy seized upon the 4th, the date
of acceptance of Jefferson's formal nnd
detailed setting forth as the proper
date of celebration.

*
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“The history of the paper ls not gen-
erally known,” sald Dr. Hunt, “and it is
of Interest. It was fully discussed, and
several changes, merely verbal, were
made in the draft before John Hancock
set his signature upon it on the even-
ing of July 4. Jefferson referred some-
what caustically to his friend, Richard
Henry Lee, on the events of thess first
days of July, crucial to him because of
the discussions and changes suggested
and made in his precious document.
The discussion, he used to relate, might
have gone on interminably at any other
season of the year. But the weather
wag oppressively warm and the hall
in which the deputies sat was closs to
a stable, ‘whence the hungry flies

swarmed thick and flerce, alighting on
the legs of the delegates and biting
hard through thelr wmilk stockings.
;_l‘reason was preferable to disecom-
ort. "

Dr. Hunt laughed. “John Trumbull's
famous palnting of the scene, hanging
in the iotunda of the Capitol, is =
poetical piece of work, and gives many
of the portralts of the signers with
faithfulness, but it is somewhat fanci-
ful. No silken hangings draped the
windows of that stifiing room en July
4, 1776, and the beautiful order in
which the men are ranged up for sign-
ing the immortal document is also
fictitional.

“The president of the Congress, John
Hancock, with tke secretary, Charles
Thomson, alone signed the autograph
Jefferson document on that date. Im-
mediately afterward it was hurried to
the official printer for Congress, John
Dunlap, to put in type, and several cop-
tes were made. By next mwrning the
printed copies of Jefferson's Declara-
tion of Independenca were in Han-
cock’'s hands. When he came to write
the proceedinga for the Fourth of July,
1776, into the Journal of Congress,
Charles Thomson, secretary of tue
Congress, left a blank space for the
PDeclaration, and it ia this broadside
which now appears wafered Into the
space left for it in the Journal. Jeffer-
son's penned copy of the Daclaration
was doubtless sment as ‘copy’ to the
printer, and it is probable that it was
not returned with the printed dupli-
cates, as there Is no record of its ever
having been seen ..gain.

“This broadside was sent out to the
governors of the states, to the contl-
nental army, and it is the paper from
which the Declaration of Indepandence
was read to the people July §, when the
Liberty bell was rung and the first pub-
lic celebration was made in honor of
the event.”

L
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July 19 Congress ordered that the
declaration passed the Fourth be fair-
lv engrossed. It was very beautifully
done on parchment. This is the docu-
ment which received the signatures of
all the members of the Continental
Congress present In Independence Hall
August 2, 1776. By this time, however,
the membership had changed slightly,
s0 that the “signers” were not identi-
cal with the body of delegates who had
declared for independence a month be-
fore. Presumably it was at this time
that Hancock, making his great fa-
miliar signature, jestingly remarked
that John Bull could see it without his
spectacles. One or two of the signa-
tures were not actually affixed until a,
later date than August 2.

“This is the treasured Declaration of
Independence now in possession of the
Department of State,” sald Dr. Hunt.
“It is kept in a hermetically sealed
case, which 1s opeged only by epecial
order for very especial reasons. It is
faded, and it would have been better If
this engrossed copy had been made on
paper rather than parchment. It is s0
faded that few of the signatures ars
recognizable. Nothing can now ba
done which will permanently benefit it.
It could be temporarily restored by the
use of acids, but these are temporary
aids, and when consulted in regard to
it T advised leaving it as It is. It will
last longer so.

a"I hellge\'a the main cause of the fad-
ing was the impression taken in 1823,
bv order of President Monroe. Two
hundred facsimilies were then made to
give a copy to each of the then living
signers and others. Taking the im-
pression removed the ink. One of thess,
facsimilles is framed and hangs in the
library of the State Department, d!-c
rectly above a portion of Jefferson's
first penned draft submitted to the
committee and containing their auto-

raph changes.
g"'l“;:ese twg documents show the pub-
lie with sufficient accuracy the actual
processes of the instrument, which was
the verbal declaration of a group of
early American cotemporaries, whom
Gladstone declared were unequaled in
the history of the world. However we
view it, it furnished the most dramatic
incident in American history.”

v

Pots and Sea Shells Help to Enrich Ruler of Great Britain

could tell it, or describe the .«duties of
the chancellor. The king himself is
the Duke of Lancaster. The duchy was
created in the reign of Edward III. It
was settled on John of Gaunt, son of
the king, in 1362, and when his de-
scendant, Henry IV, came to the throne,
a law was passed that the duchy
should be held by him and his family
separate from the crown. Edward 1V,
however, when the Yorkists triumphed
over the Lancastrians, during the war
of the roses, ordered that the duchy
should be annexed to the crown, but
“held separately from all other heredit-
aments.” In the fourteenth and part
of the fifteenth century Lhe tenure of
the crown was decidedly precarious;
accordingly the king thought it safest
to have a family estate maintalned
apart from the sovereign's official re-
sources.
=
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The estates of the Duchy >f Lancaster
include property in twenty-two coun-
lies in England and Wales. In London
its holdings are In Lancaster Place,
Strand, where the duchy office is situ-
uated, and in the Savoy district which
Americans know so well. The income
has gone up by jumps, a natural result
of the industrial development in Lan-
cashire and other parts where the
property lies. In 1847 the revenue was
$145,000, of which the sovereign pock-
eted ¥60,000, whereas at the end of 1913
(the last return ohtained) the figures
had swelled to $340.080 and $305,000—
some increase, 8o no wonder his ma}-
esty can afford to maintain, with
other luxuries, a quarter of an acre of
well stocked wine-cellars at Bucking-

Queer Indeed Are Some of the “Crown Lands” From Which the King Draws an Annual
Income of Over Two and a Half Million Dollars—They Include, Besides Chimneys and the
Little Pots Surmounting Them, Sections of People’s Private Gardens, Strips of the Seaside,
Including the Pebbles On the Beach, Police Stations, Ancient Watch Towers and a Lot of
Other Odd Things—Rentals of Some of These Are Amusingly Low, One Property That
Brought In Only Two Cents a Year Having Just Been Sold Outright for Half a Dollar.

ham Palace, though at present and for
the duration of the war not so much as
a thimbleful of their rare vintages is
reaching the royal dinner table.

Tt is the administration of the duchy
estateg that the chancellor had to su-
pervise, In theory, that i(s; for, of
course, he leaves it all, or practically
all, to the permanent officials. But he
has other duties. He appoints justices
of the peace. much more important per-
sonages in England than in the United
States, and county court judges in the
“County Palatine,” as it ig called, of
Lancaster: directs the administration of
the estates of people dying intestate
and without kin, and performs other
stunts which, in other countries, fall on
the lord chancellor or the home secre-
tary. Appointing the "J, P.s"” how-
ever, will not fill Winston Churchill's
time to overflowing, though his dv-
m‘{mic energy may result in the pros-

+

LN

MANNAAA

-
%
:"

b\

THE OFFICES OF THE

They are close to Waterloo bridge, and may be visited occasionally by the new

DUCHY OF LANCASTER

chaneellor of the duechy, though in reality permanent efiieisls will perform

most of his supposed duties.

perity of the estates being still farther
increased. But he will be able to
gpare a thought or two for the navy.

This nilce little income of just over
$300,000 a vear is, as you =ce, entirely
over and above that from his majestyv'a
other property, the so-called *crown
lande" which include the chimney-pots,
the =eashells and the sewer pipes al-
ready alluded to. The revenues from
these are a hereditary right of the sov-
ereign, but manyv royalties in succes-
sion, beginning with (ieorge Tll, who
tried to pul it over the thirteen Ameri-
can colenies, have surrendered them in
refurn for a fixed annual pavment, or
"eivil list,” as it is called. This now
amounts to, roughly, $2.300,000, so that
the king loses qulte a hit, though, on
the other hand, he is spared the bother
of Tunning his enormous estate and
collecting his own rents. These latter
have been collected “'on the public ac-
count” since 1760, but the various prop-
erties are still the king's and are only
“let oul,” as it were, to the country.

*
* *

It is the little items In connection
with them that are the most peculiar.

To take a sample, there 'are, in the
parish of Sopley in Hampshire, two old
houees, a chimney (with pots) on an-
other house, and 350 acres of land, the
crown rights to all of which were sold
quite recently for the remarkably low
figure of ten pounds, sixteen shillings
and eightpence, or about sixty-four
dollars. In Bramshaw, also, there are
two chimneys {with pots) on an old
house and an acre of land as well for
which the landlord paid the crown
nothing more than a yearly rent of two
cents. These, you will readily agree,
did not constitute a very encouraging
possession, and under the circumstances
the crown probably did wisely in dis-
posing of the lot for a lump sum down
of fifty-two cents—-two shillinga and a
penny In the coin of the realm.

In London there are a lot of strange
crown properties. The king himself
has dined at the Carlton Hotel, at the
corner of the Haymarket., where many
Americans put up, but when he did so
probably few people realized that he
was then sitting upon his own posses-
sions. As @ matter of fact, the land
upon which stand this hotel, Sir Her-
bert Tree's theater (His Majesty's),
which adjoins it, and the Royal Opera
Arcade running off Pall Mall, with the
buildings, brings in for the crown $21,-
000 a year, and will continue to do so
for the next seventy years, when the
lease will run out. In the same way,
Holborn restaurant, with its King's
Hall, yields the crown the pleasant
sum of 510,750 per annum.

The Vine street and Albany street
police stations both belong to the
crown. The former, just off Piccadilly, a
couple of “turnings” from the circus,
might be described as the most “fash-
lonable” in London. If any one could
write its history his fortune would be
made. It is to Vine street that the
“young blood,” who, having gquaffed
from the flowing bowl too liberally,
has made a scens in the lounge of the
Empire or Alhambra, {8 haled, the Ox-
ford or Cambridge man who, in the
exyberance of boat race night, has
knocked off a policeman's helmet or
climbed a lamp post, the noble lord who
has got as drunk as any one, the lady
of title who has succumbed to an at-
tack of kleptomania, or the smart lady
of the half world who has been caught
in the act of picking a pocket.

For the Albany street police station,
close to which Edna May lived whan
first in London, the sum of $750 is paid

L

THE NEW CHANCELLOR OF

THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER.

The Right Hon. Winston Spencer Churchill, who, ousted from his previous post

of first lord of the admiralty, has been given the sl

job of looki

after the Interests of the Duchy of Lancaster.

by the police authorities, but Vine
streét is A& much more valuable asset,
yvielding as much as $2,675. There is a
plece of land, too, which is a part of
the ornamental gardens attached 1o
Dartmouth House, at the south side of
St. James' Park, which is an example
of the detached pieces of territory
which belong to the crown. Like many
others of the same sort, however, it is
a lot less remunerative than one would
expect, for this land, together with
part of the terrace of Dartmouth
House, brings in only a miserable §115
a year. Of course, old traditions are
largely accountable for these curious
assessments of ground rentals and the
values of certain rights.

From London let us betake ourselves
to the Isle of Man, which prides itself
on its tailless cats and its possession
of Thomas Hall Caine. The town com-
missioners of Ramesey, one of the chlef
places there, rent from the crown a

L anmma S

large plece of the foreshore, eighty-
four acres in extent, with the right to
have a sewage pipe upon it, and pay
therefor exactly $10 a year, but in ad-
dition to this the commisasioners have
bargained with the crown for the priv-
llege of taking sand, gravel and stone

away, and if King George elected to
retain all his hereditary rights he
would receive 4 cents for every ton

which the Ramsey folk appropriated.
Another piece of the foreshore, sea-
shells, pebbles and all, is rented from
the crown at Portgoderick, and though
it is over forty yards long, the private
individual who has obtained it only
pays $10 a year for his rights.

There are a lot of other crown pos-
gesslons of anything but a lucrative
order, and if King George managed
them all himsslf he would, like soms
other landlords, have a difficulty in
many cases in getting in any rent at
all, and would have to make a yearly

Ji-

a*llowa.nca for ‘losses and bad debts.”
For Instance, the crown has been in the
habit of drawing an income of a paltry
$5 in respect of an old watch tower on
the foreshore of Suffolk, but this tower
was blown away in a storm a few
months ago, and so this source of
revenue has ceased. Also the crown has
many land rights in Gloucestershire,
but through things generally being in
a2 bad way there, the crown last vear
had to forego its income in respect to
:r_arlousdr:ol}lireriea and smaller proper-
les, and suffered a los
of $780. 8 in consequence

= '
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The other English “duchy"—that of
Cornwall—is the principa]l means of
support of the Prince of Wales. With-
out it, in fact, the heir to the throne,
whose expenses are many, probably
would have a hard job to make both
ends meet, and might even have to
consider the idea of doing a little real
work. For, though his royal highness
is the owner of quite a bit of property
in London, including rather a bad slum
district, he gets nothing whatever from
the civil list. though the queen mother
recelves 3350,000 a vear and the Duke
of Connaught $125,000. The revenues
from the Duchy of Cornwall, however,
effectually save the situation, for they
amount to well over $600,000 a year,
of which sum about half is passed to
the credit of the prince. About one-
eighth is expended in the management
of the estate and about a tenth goes
to awell the reserve fund, the rest find-
ing its way into the pockets of pen-
sloners and of certain charities.

Just as the king {8 always Duke of
Lancaster, his eldest son, the heir ap-
parent, is invariably Duke of Cornwall,
It would be difficult, so a barrister said,
to define the exact legal status of this
succeasion, there being no other In-
stance in English law in which estate
or title descends in any way but
through the death of the holder. One
may worry, however, for the eldest
sons of the sovereigns of England have
been Dukes of Cornwall and enjoved
all the privileges, material and formal,
of the position for close on six hun-
dred years.

The first Duke of Cornwall was Ed-
ward the Black Prince, upon whom
the title was conferred in 1337. Ba-
fore this time Cornwall had heen an
earldom. William the Conqueror having
awarded it at the time of the conguest
to his half-brother, Robert Moraine, bs-
cause, as the ancient chroniclers have
it, it was too valuable a possession to
be in the hands of any person not
closely allled with the royal house, It
surely has been a decidedly conven-
jient possession, having provided the
heir apparent with a snug income and
thus relieving the national exchequer,
already heavy burdened with royalty,
of his keep.

* ¥

During the relgn-of the Georges, thes
revenues of the duchy fell to the lowest
figure in their history, principally from
the lack of businesslike control. The
prince consort, Queen Victoria's hus-
band, however, took hold of them after
he had been on deck for a while, and
managed the estates so sklillfully, first
on behalf of the gqueen and then of
his eldest son, that they in tlme be-

- came a mora valuable property than

ever before. .

The revenue comes from mining roy-
alties and from estates possessed by
the duchy. principally in Somerset and
Devonshire, as well as in Cornwall
itself. Owing to the peculiarities of
the tin industry, which flourishes so
extensively there, Cornwall enjoved for
many years the privilege of making
its own laws and setting up its own
courts, which had full jurisdiction ex-
cept in matters that concerned land,
life or limb.

The duchy had, in fact, what might be
called a “tin constitution,” which dis-
tinguished it from the rest of the
kingdom. Tt was divided into four
ugtanneries,” wfrom hhich were elected
the stanners parliament. The jurisdic-
tion of this parliament i= now wvested
in a llord warden, but the inhabitants
do not seem to feel the loss of their
arliament very keenly, and there has
gaan no home rule agitation up to

now. :
The duchy is now entirely run from

its headquarters at Buckingham gate.
Here the varlous members of the
household (the lord warden of the
stanneries, tha keeper of the sea, etc.)
Eive a2 more or less constant attention
to their duties, while occasionally, in
peace times, the duke holds a “council”
which is a decldedly formal affair.

(Copyright, 1815, by Curtis Brown.)

THE' DECLARATION
AND THE FLIES

HERE has been cited the adoptionv

of the Declaration of Independenca
as an illustration of the influence little
things have in determining Egreat
events. It appears that the Continen-
tal Congresse sat in Philadelphia in a
hall near a llvery stable. The weather
was warm, and from the stable ema-
nated swarms of flies that lighted on
the legs of the members, and, biting
through the thin silk stockings then
in fashion, gave great annoyance.
There was then witnessed, according to
the testimony of no less a person than
Thomas Jefferson, the spectacle of an
honorable member making a speech
as with a large handkerchief in hand
he would pause frequently to thrash
the fliee from his thinly covered calves.

The opinion of the body was not un-
animous in favor of the document, and,
under other circumstances,itis thought, *
discussion might have been protracted
for days, if not weeks, but the flies
were {ntolerable. Efforts were, indeed,
made to find another hall, free from
the pests, but in vain. As the weather
became warmer the flles grew worse,
and the flapping of handkerchiefs was
heard all over the hall as an accompa-
niment to the voices of the speakers.
In desperation, it is sald, some one at
last suggested that matters be hurried
s0 that the body might adjourn. Thera
were a few mild protests, but no one
heeded them; the famous document was
hurriedly copled and the members has-
tened to the table to sign the authen-
tic copy.

It thus appears that had it not been
for the livery stable and Its inmates,
there is no telling when the dooument
would have been completed. At any
rate, it is probable that it wonld not
have been signed so early as the
Fourth of July.

Our Admirations.

OHN PURROY MITCHEL, the
young mayor of New York, sald at
a dinner in San Francisco:

“l have admired the marvels of your
fair, but it would take a very vast in-
telligence indeed to admire these many
marvels adequately.

“We are all a little limited in our
admiration. We are all a little like
the tallor.

“A tallor expressed a great desire to
hear a certain patron of his, a famous
tenor, sing. The tenor accordingly sent
the man seats for one of his best per-
formances. The day after the show,
meeting the tailor, the tenor asked:

* Well, how did you like it*™

“qt was awful, simply awful.’ the
tailor replied. ‘Your coat was too
tight under the arms.""

Slang Misunderstood.

EORGE ADE, Chicago's famous
slang speclalist, said the other
day:

“English slang Is very popular now
that the war is on. You must be care-
ful, however, how you use it.

“At a swimming race at the shore
last week a very pretty girl swim-
mer wore a maillot—or man's suit, you
know—=a tight maillot of black jersey
cloth.| Well, she looked so nice in that
rig 1 couldn't refraln from compll-
menti her.

«q like your bathing suit,’ I said.
‘It's ripping.’

“But the girl blushed a8 red as &

ose. -
“*0Oh! Where?” she asked, in herri-,
fied tones.”
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